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WHO (OR WHAT)
ARE WE GOING

TO RUN INTO

NEXT?

Maj Harley Davidson
TAC Flight Safety

Two F-16s, inbound to the IP
at low altitude, were at-
tacked by a baron. While they
maneuvered to negate him, the
two F-16 pilots lost sight of each
other and collided. Both aircraft
went down and an observer

in the lead aircraft was fatally in-

jured.

Two F-4s were performing a
left turning rejoin out of traffic.
The wingman overshot and stabi-
lized in a position below and in
front of the lead aircraft. Lead
reduced bank following the over-

shoot, placing him on a collision
vector with his wingman. The
wingman failed to see the rollout
until too late and the aircraft
collided. Two aircrew members
were fatally injured.

An A-10 pilot was flying a
published low level route when
he attempted to miss a flock of
birds by rolling to 120 degrees
of bank and pulling down intc
narrow valley. Unfortunately, .
nearly invisible aerial cable
(grounding wire suspended above
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"EXPERT?

CMSgt Ronald C. Christiansen
Chief, TAC Ground Safety

In most cases, a safety professional’s perceptions
of the hazards and potential mishaps of a spe-
cific job are different from those of the person who
does that job every day. Past experience with Sig-
nificant Safety Observations (SSO), part of the
Combat Oriented Mishap Prevention Analysis Sys-
tem (COMPAS), proves that is true.

The SSO involves asking people what job hazards

occur in their work areas and what the most sig-
nificant accident potentials are. “Isn’t that just part
of the normal job?” you ask. Yes—but how often do
you really do it? An SSO can be effective only if
you develop a standard set of questions (5-10) and
ask them of a representative percentage of the
workers, so you can achieve some level of confi-
dence in the responses. Safety professionals may
believe they accomplish this during routine inspe
tions, but that’s far from true. There are many
philosophies on how to conduct safety inspections,
but rarely do they include sampling the safety
awareness of supervisors and workers.

The SSO sampling system can help your pro-
gram. It lets you target a specific operation or task
where the supervisors and workers tell you there’s
trouble. Here are some questions we ask during

SSOs:

A
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® What task or job presents the greatest
chance of an accident occurring?

® What job hazards occur most frequently?

® Are the functional manager and supervisor
aware of these problems?

® Have you brought these conditions to their
attention?

® How often do the commander and super-
visors visit your area?

® What is the safety policy in your unit?

® How did you get job safety training and who
gave it to you?

® Do you have daily or weekly safety brief-
ings?

® How often do you receive information fror
your commander involving safety?
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Are you allergic to stings? About one million
Americans are so allergic to hornet, wasp, yellow
jacket or honeybee venom that one sting can be
fatal. Many of these people don’t even know they’re
allergic. Some danger signs of an allergic reaction—
® [tchy red welts on the skin, especially some dis-
tance from the site of the sting.
A feeling of throat constriction or difficulty
ithing after a sting.
v Sudden nausea, vomiting, stomach pain or faint-
ing.
If you suffer these reactions, get to a doctor imme-
diately. Your doctor may prescribe an antidote kit
to carry with you.

Going on a picnic? Be sure to keep food either hot
(above 130 degrees F) or cold (below 40 degree F)
to prevent food poisoning.

A cigarette can ignite some aerosol sprays. Don’t
smoke while using hair spray, deodorant or any
other aerosol product. Watch out for the hair
creams too. A hair cream that contains petroleum
derivatives, such as petrolatum, petroleum jelly or
petroleum oil, are flammable. Some people have
been severely burned when their hair, treated with
these hair creams, caught fire from a cigarette or
while cooking.

Ultraviolet radiation—whether from the sun or a
sunlamp—doesn’t appear to cause immediate harm
if used properly, but doctors aren’t sure about long-
term effects. If you decide to take the risk and tan
with a sunlamp, follow these tips:

® Make sure the lamp has a timer to shut off auto-
matically in case you fall asleep.

® Use eyeshields or goggles. It takes only a few
seconds’ exposure to a sunlamp to burn the eyes.

® Follow manufacturers’ exposure-time limits and
how far you should be from the bulb when it’s
turned on.

® Avoid lamps that contain only a bare mercury
tube in a metal reflector. Use one with a filter that
blocks short-wave-length radiation.

® [f you're taking medication, check with your
doctor to make sure the medication won't increase
your susceptibility to burn—some do.

TAC ATTACK

15


User
Typewritten Text
short shots

User
Typewritten Text








U

. »

""""""""
"

4
llll

18

Al

" 1l
,11",’4"

,;rlﬂw'])l”’

\\\\\\
Sy

“‘\\\\

iy

Maj Marvin L. Payne
USAF (Retired )

A 1984 “Broom Hilda” comic
strip by Russell Myers
showed Hilda and several co-
horts flying aboard her broom.
Suddenly—dead ahead—there
was a mountain over which they
had to climb, but the broom was
overloaded and underpowered.
Going full throttle, and with
much shouting and sweating,
they just made it over the top
when disaster struck. They col-
lided with an overflying airline
and spun from the sky.
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Both Ag pilots and military
aviators must recognize
that other legitimate and
essential air activities are
taking place in the same
airspace.

20

SE ENCOUNTERS

So what does applying chem-
icals by airplane have to do with
military flight safety? Plenty.
You and I share the same air-
space. We both have a necessity
to operate in the low level en-
vironment. Both Ag pilots and
military aviators must recognize
that other legitimate and essen-
tial air activities are taking place
in the same airspace.

What are the answers to this
problem? Here are just a few
suggestions on how we can oper-
ate in the airspace more safely
together:

1) During the planting and
growing seasons, stay well above
the trees in agricultural areas.
Ag pilots usually stay below 250
feet AGL while working a field.
Therefore, bumping your enroute
altitude up above that will add
some measure of safety without
significantly degrading your low
level navigation training.

2) Be especially observant dur-
ing the application season in
your area. Expect an Ag airplane
to pop up from behind a tree
line.

3) Be aware of potential spots
in your local flying area where
crops are being grown and where
Ag pilots are most likely to be
encountered. A little “heads up”
on where you might find us can
add that little extra edge to your
visual lookout.

4) Lastly, be informed. Mili-
tary flying safety officers from
area bases have made safety pre-
sentations to the North Carolina
Aerial Application Association
every year since I became a
member. Why not reciprocate
and invite a member of the
aerial applicators association in
your state to speak at your flight
safety meetings?

Let’s work together to prever.

close encounters of any kind
from occurring. Fly safe and
have a good season. >

Editor’s comments: The author
makes some good points regard-
ing actual and potential conflicts
between agricultural aviation
and Air Force low altitude opera-
tions. These conflicts are often
overlooked in our day-to-day
operations. As noted in the arti-
cle, agricultural aviators operate
almost exclusively below 250
feet AGL. Realistic training re-
quires Air Force units to operate

in this arena as well. To mini-
mize conflicts, both sides must
work together and effective
cross-tell briefings are definitely
a good start. Units should review
the low altitude training routes
they fly and identify potential
conflict areas. “See and avoid” is
still the rule to live by, and it

takes on added importance when
flying at low altitudes during tk
busy spring and summer montt
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~~ench, spare drive belts, a
hlight and road flares or a
.«atern/emergency light. Road
maps should be included just in
case you get lost.

With the roads full of summer
travelers, your exposure to acci-
dents increases. You may be a
very safe driver, but there are
others on the road who may not
be. Be alert and apply good de-
fensive driving techniques. Seat
belts and child safety seats are a

must. They increase your surviva-

bility in case of an accident and,
in many states you'll be driving
through, they are mandatory.

Taking too much on a vacation

can be unsafe. This may be fine
if you have a vehicle that is
large enough to safely handle
the extra weight, but overload-

ing your vehicle does affect vehi-

cle performance, suspension,

tires, braking and, most impor-
/hgntly, the handling characteris-
f 3

low let’s talk about your boat
or trailer. If your trailer has
been in storage, make a thor-
ough check before putting it on
the road. Check the trailer tires
for proper air pressure and
cracks due to age and weather
(don’t forget the spare). Also
take a look at the brake system,
wheel bearings, lights and elec-
trical system (battery) and the
trailer hitch. Is it secure and
does the locking mechanism
work? Look for leaks in the wa-
ter system and gas bottle.

Now look for the same items
on the boat including leaks in
the fuel tank, damaged hoses or
hull and trailer securing devices.
Life-saving equipment should be
available and in good condition.
(Check local laws for specific re-
quirements.)

Now for the fun part: If you

~~to the beach, take your sun-
1ng protection to prevent

TAC ATTACK

sunburn. If you’re going into the
mountains, take creams or
sprays to combat the various
poisonous plants and insects.
You should know how to recog-
nize poisonous plants and
shrubs, so you can avoid contact.

Check local restrictions before
you use a charcoal grill for cook-
ing. And don’t use it or any oth-
er cooking device as a heater for
personal warmth: they produce
carbon monoxide, which can be
deadly. Whenever venturing out
into the woods or isolated
beaches, rivers, etc., make sure
someone knows where you are
going and when you should re-
turn. Locate the nearest phone
and have the correct change in
case it’s a pay phone.

If you’re going to do any swim-
ming, fishing, or boating, check
on any local area hazards and en-

sure you have the proper safety
equipment. Beware of the casual
dip in a local waterhole. Many
people are injured or drowned in
these seemingly nice quiet bodies
of water. Unless you have sur-
veyed the area, or it is a proper-
ly posted swimming area, you
need to exercise extreme cau-
tion: tree stumps or rocks may
be hidden below the water line.

The main ingredient needed to
have a safe vacation is you. Use
safety equipment, take frequent
rest stops, check out your vehicle
before you start and don’t over-
extend your abilities.

One last reminder: Be sure
you have your driver’s license,
vehicle tags and registration for
the car, trailer and boat, and in-
surance information.

Have fun, and please return
safely. ¥Es
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CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

TAC

TAC'S TOP 5 thru APR 85

TAC FTR/RECCE TAC AIR DEFENSE

(F-15) =
33TFW Eglin AFB, FL 48 FIS Langley AFB, VA
®F/F-111)
366 TFW wMin Home AFB,ID
(F-15)
49 TFW Holloman AFB,NM

(RF-4)
67 TRW Bergstrom AFB,TX

(A-10) Davis-
355 TTW Monthan AFB, AZ

F-15)
318 FIS McChord AFB, WA

(F-106)
49 FIS Griffiss AFB, NY

TAC-GAINED FTR/RECCE TAC-GAINED AIR DEFENSE OTHER TAC/-GAINED UNITS

177 FIG Agantic City, NJ

ANG(F-106)
125 FIG jacksonville, FL

138 TFG ANGAD
4 TPGS . 2 e

110 TASG B resk. M1
180 TFG 2w ok N9 FIG B % USAFTAWC g3 A5
124 TFG By i 107 FIG Riugara Falls, NY 84 FITS Gasie aFB.CA

f108 TFW & 155 TRG 147 FIG filinsion ANG, TX 552 AWACW e Aib, ok

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUM. RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

TA 1986 | 4.8 | 6.8 | 5.4 | 4.6

AN 1986 | 4.8 | 2.5| 31 | 2.3

1986 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0
Ar

~ = L el SRR

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1985-86 537-009/09
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